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WHAT THE HEBREW VERB WILL TELL YOU ABOUT ITSELF
PART I

Does it have

no a yes
preformative l
(7
A\ 4 :
QAL (G) n
perfect . ) .
participle imperfect, jussive, cohortative
infinitive absolute 3
mﬁniiggzr;);\l/setma imperfect (1cp)
_Or-
PIEL (D) NIPHAL (N)

(Doubled II-radical or compensative
lengthening/virtual doubling)

 perfect PRETERITE
imperative (waw-consecutive imperfect)
infinitive abosolute

3, 8}, M1

. .. hl
infinitive construct HIPHIL (H)
PUAL (Dp) perfect, imperative, infinitive
(Doubled II-radical or compensative -or-
lengthening/virtual doubling) NIPHAL (N)
perfect (doubled I-radical follows or
POLEL (D) compensative lengthening)

(Geminate and Hollow verbs only; 11 perfect, imperative, infinitive

& 11l radicals the same)

n
perfect . .
participle
POLAL (Dp) PIEL, PUAL, POLEL, POLAL,

(Geminate and Hollow verbs only; I1
& 11l radicals the same) HIPHIL, HOPHAL

perfect nn

HITHPAEL, HITHPOLAL
perfect, imperative, infinitive

ni, DR, nn, o

HITHPAEL, HITHPOLAL
imperfect, jussive, cohortative

nn
HITHPAEL, HITHPOLAL
participle
Hebrew Stem System
Active Qal (G) Piel (D) Hiphil (H)
Polel
Passive  Qal Passive Pual (Dp) Hophal (Hp)

(ptc. mostly) Polal

Reflexive Niphal (N) Hithpael (HtD)
Hithpolel
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WHAT THE HEBREW VERB WILL TELL YOU ABOUT ITSELF

PART II

What the Vowel with a Preformative Will Tell You

QAL
NIPHAL (doubled initial radical follows)

HIPHIL

QAL I-R
QAL I-guttural, 1cs

QAL I-gutteral that is also stative or II-guttural or III-guttural

HIPHIL I-guttural (look for interior “i/e” vowel)
HIPHIL I-guttural (perfect)

Imperfect 1cp of all of the above

NIPHAL I-guttural (perfect, infinitive absolute, participle; look for doubled initial radical

following the preformative!)

QAL I-R

4

o

QAL I-guttural
HIPHIL (imperative, infinitive)

HIPHIL (participle)

-

i )

3

] B 4

QAL II-Y, I1-?

HIPHIL II-, I1-?
HOPHAL

HIPHIL II-, 1I-Y (imperative, infinitive)
HOPHAL

HOPHAL (participle)

NIPHAL II-?, IT-1 (perfect, participle)

QAL I- "NIPHAL I-guttural
HIPHIL I-* (perfect, imperative, infinitive) I1-1 (perfect)

HIPHIL I-Y, II-) (participle)

PIEL, PUAL, POLEL, POLAL

PIEL, PUAL, POLEL, POLEL (participle)
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K HIPHIL I-(Y)

HIPHIL I-°(%) (perfect, imperative, infinitive)

" NIPHAL (imperative, infinitive construct; look for doubled initial radical following
the preformative!)

in HIPHIL I-°(Y) (participle)

13 NIPHAL I-°(%) (perfect, infinitive absolute, participle)

Por? HOPHAL I-1, I-", II-?, 1I-1 (perfect, imperative, infinitive) [1 ,JNparticiples]
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WHAT THE HEBREW VERB WILL TELL YOU ABOUT ITSELF
PART III

I only have two (or, egad!, one root letter)! What do I do?
DON’T PANIC.
Look for assimilated 1’s. I-3 verbs will show assimilation of the 3 when preformatives are
present. III- 3 verbs will show assimilation of the J when afformatives are present. |1 is

both a I-1 and I1I-1 and will at times have only one root letter present. Remember, our

good friend np‘7 behaves like a I-1!

Look for compensative lengthening when gutturals (especially ¥, ®) are present and 1
can’t assimilate.

Remember, I11-17 verbs will do one of two things:

o In some cases the i1 will be missing (e.g., before the afformative ). These can

look similar to hollow verbs, but the accent is often final (milra ‘), whereas the
accent on hollow verbs usually is not (mil ‘él).

o In some cases the original I1I-* will appear as a mater before an afformative (e.g.,

12 Qal perfect 1cs of 113).

Hollow verbs (II-7, 1I-1) often only show two root letters. So do geminates in some cases.

If nothing else works, suspect these.

I-" verbs that where initially I-1 will show the 1 as a mater when a preformative is present
in the Niphal, Hiphil and Hophal stems.

I-" verbs that came into this world as will show the ¥ as a mater when a preformative is

present in the Hiphil stem.

Verbs that are I-1 and I1I-7 at times will show only the middle root consonant. When you

see only one root letter it is one of these verbs. There are only three such roots in the
Bible:

o N2J strike, smite
o WOl stretch out, incline, bend, bow

o M sprinkle

Finally, remember when the final root letter appears twice, you may have a Polel, Polal or
Hithpolel stem. The verb could be geminate—but it might be one of those wacky hollow
verbs!
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